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To prepare for the year ahead, please visit our

New Student Portal. Once you have commenced here at
Woodleigh, you will be invited to register with our App, the
one-stop shop for all you need to know during the year.

— Start and finish times — Parking, dropoff and

— Dates & timetable pickup instructions

- Subject guides and — Maps & bus details
booklists — Key contacts

— Uniform — Instrumental music lesson

- Communication details details

We acknowledge that we work, play and learn on the land of the Boon
Wurrung and Bunurong People, the traditional landowners of this area.

We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and emerging, recognising
that like us; they have taught and continue to teach children about the
world, sharing their knowledge and ideas in the hope of giving them a
fulfilling and rich life.

First Peoples' perspectives are embedded in our educational program and
are an important aspect of the way we engage with our environment. As
we strive to help children build connections with the land, it is essential
that we also offer them an opportunity to develop an understanding of our
cultural heritage.
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Welcome

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you

to the Woodleigh School community. Here,
we are driven by a mission that is simple yet
profound: to nurture creative, compassionate,
skilful, and resilient young people who are
equipped to thrive in an ever-changing world.

At Minimbah and Penbank, this mission comes to life in every
corner of our vibrant community. Beyond the academics and
structures, our campus is a lively space where learning and play
intertwine. It’s a place where cooperation and effort blossom
into independence and initiative. Through challenges, active
engagement, and the joy of achievement, our students grow into
confident and capable young individuals.

We take immense pride in our rich, differentiated curriculum,
carefully crafted to meet the unique needs of each child. But
more than that, we focus on instilling essential life skills early
on—persistence, confidence, organisation, emotional resilience,
and the ability to ‘get along’ with others. We aim for all our young
people to become great communicators, balanced and reflective,
open-minded, caring, wise thinkers, risk takers and above all,
principled. All of this is nurtured in an environment that fosters
genuine self-esteem and ensures that every child feels safe,
supported, and inspired to explore both work and play.

My greatest wish is that the years your children spend at
Minimbah and Penbank are filled with happiness, memorable
moments, and personal growth. We aim to provide an education
that is not only enriching but also deeply aligned with our mission
to shape young individuals who can navigate and excel in our
constantly evolving world.

Thank you for entrusting us with your children’s education and
well-being. Together, we embark on this exciting journey of
nurturing and empowering the next generation.

Warm regards,

Rod Davies

Deputy Principal — Director
of Primary and Early Years
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A Woodleigh education provides more than just an excellent academic preparation
for the future. Our school offers a journey of experiential learning and discovery
that prepares each individual for the challenges of life beyond school. Woodleigh
School is a place that encourages students to be adventurous with their learning.
It affirms openness, independence, creativity, self-motivation and initiative.

Our Purpose

We aim to develop independent, resilient,
creative and compassionate individuals
who can find personal success in life,
while making a positive contribution to
the communities in which they live. At
Woodleigh, students discover and follow
passions, and grow in a culture of mutual
respect, cultural freedom and inclusion.

Our vision

The purposeful development of
creative, compassionate, skilful and
resilient young people who can thrive
in an ever-changing world.

Our values
— Respect for self
— Respect for others

— Respect for the environment

Our culture

— We care for and support each individual
and their learning

— Weare willing to innovate

— We are committed to encouraging and
developing creativity

— We provide a positive and collaborative
working environment

— We aspire to be our best in every
situation

— We celebrate diversity and promote
intercultural understanding

— We partner with others and work hard
to make a positive contribution to the
world

— We embrace a sustainable future, whilst
striving to reduce our impact on the
natural environment

— We embrace change positively, foster
independence and nurture curiosity,
empathy and innovation

— We encourage, support and empower
students to become lifelong self-
directed learners
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The 3Rs

At Woodleigh, we work with our
students to help them develop a sense of
responsibility and accountability for their
actions.

The 3Rs at Woodleigh guide our
interactions and behaviour in all areas
of school life. The 3Rs assist students
to become independent members of
the school community who can show
initiative and take responsibility for
themselves.

Respect for Self

Doing your best, not letting yourself
down. Challenging yourself.

Respect for Others

Understanding and celebrating others.
Respecting other people's needs, feelings
and opinions, culture and identity.

Respect for the Environment

The school, community, natural, physical,
social, global and online environments.

Mind, Heart & Hand:
Personalising Learning

We believe that when students are
engaged intellectually, emotionally, socially,
physically and soulfully, the learning feels
authentic, personalised and relevant for
their current and future experiences.

For this reason, we focus on designing
powerful learning experiences that
promote exploration, experimentation,
collaboration, reflection and deep learning
in complex, real world contexts.

Where traditional schools provide
contexts for learning (teacher-centred
classrooms, textbooks, multiple choice
tests) that are far removed from the
contexts in which learning is ultimately
applied (workplace, home, within
complex tasks), Woodleigh strives to
break down the artificial wall between
school and the real world through our
emphasis on experiential learning. Our
approach places an emphasis on ‘learning
by doing’, through applied and immersive
learning experiences, and ‘learning

by caring’ through social-emotional
learning and the development of positive
relationships.

This approach provides students with an
excellent academic preparation for the
future, while fostering a strong sense of
identity and character that helps prepare
each individual for the challenges of life
beyond school.

International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme

Woodleigh Schoolis an authorised
school for the International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme and a
candidate school for the Middle Years
Programme, pursuing authorisation as an
1B World School.

IB World Schools share acommon
philosophy —a commitment to improve
the teaching and learning of a diverse
and inclusive community of students
by delivering challenging, high quality
programmes of international education
that share a powerful vision.

The International Baccalaureate aims

to develop inquiring, knowledgeable

and caring young people who help to
create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and
respect. To this end the organisation
works with schools, governments and
international organisations to develop
challenging programmes of international
education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students
across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who
understand that other people, with their
differences, can also be right.

Learn more about the IB PYP on page 10

Embedding Indigenous
Perspectives

Woodleigh Schoolincorporates
Indigenous perspectives into the life

of the school at all year levels and
throughout the school community.

We want our children to develop an
appreciation of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples, the diversity of
their cultures, and their deep connection
to the land, water, and skies of our
continent and islands.

Our school achieves this goal through
powerful learning opportunities and
meaningful relationships formed via
actions and exchange programs.
Observing special times such as National
Reconciliation Week enhances our
understanding and strengthens our
commitment to building relationships
and taking action to Close the Gap

for First Nations peoples. Whether
during school assemblies, classroom
discussions, or everyday learning, First
Nations perspectives, history, culture, and
challenges inform and inspire our work.

Download our Reconciliation Action
Plan by scanning the QR below.
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A Progressive Education

Woodleigh School proudly offers an enriched, progressive
education, where children develop as young people through
involvement in a broad range of academic and life experiences.

At both Minimbah and Penbank, you are
immediately touched by the peacefulness
of the surrounds and the space that is
available for children to learn and play. The
general environment highlights a value and
respect for living things, and is presented
in a way that reminds us that we are not the
only people in the world, but a small part of
a diverse community.

Woodleigh is a school where knowing all
students and families is vital. At Minimbah
and Penbank, children are able to flourish,
because teachers develop relationships
which ensure the quality of interactions,
and therefore the quality of learning.

We pride ourselves on the provision

of a differentiated curriculum that

caters to both individual and group
needs. The PYP, our inquiry-based and
transdisciplinary framework, serves as
the curriculum organiser where children's
interests, skills and talents are developed
through collaboration and conceptual
understandings.

The foundations of literacy are developed
in the early years of schooling with a strong
emphasis on phonemic awareness and
language development. In numeracy,
children are exposed to real-life
experiences that help them make sense of
the world of mathematics through problem
solving and numeracy development.
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Children are encouraged to develop their
persistence, confidence, organisational
skills, emotional resilience and their

ability to get along with one another, in

an environment where there is a strong
emphasis on developing the children’s
self-esteem whilst ensuring that they are
working and playing in a safe environment.

As a family-oriented school, parents and
teachers work in partnership to nurture

and develop our students to be the best
they can be. A strong emphasis is placed
onrelationships, knowing that it is vital to
be fair and honest, thus preserving and
fostering values in tolerance and respect for
oneself and the world around us.

Minimbah and Penbank are places where
children thrive and achieve in all areas of
social, physical and intellectual growth,
providing an education that today’s children
need to prepare them for their life ahead.

TEACHING
AND LEARNING
at Woodleigh

At the heart of a Woodleigh Education is our commitment to
the holistic development of every student within our school.

We provide a nurturing and challenging
environment that supports students

to develop the knowledge, skills and
dispositions that they will need to thrive,

at and beyond school. We aim to develop
independent, resilient, creative and
compassionate individuals who can find
personal success in life, while making a
positive contribution to the communities in
which they live.

At Woodleigh School, we see the
development of academic learning,
personal wellbeing, and student
engagement as being interdependent. As
aresult, we promote the development of
student outcomes across the essential

elements of learning: the understanding
of concepts, the acquisition of knowledge,
the mastery of skills, the development of
productive attitudes, and the ability to
perform meaningful tasks in real world
settings.

We understand that such deep learning

is best cultivated in safe, supportive and
respectful environments where students
can take risks, question their assumptions,
respond creatively, and explore new

ways of thinking. For this reason, our
approach to teaching is paced to students'
learning needs, tailored to their learning
preferences, and built around their specific
interests as learners.
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The International Baccalaureate (IB)
Primary Years Programme (PYP)

The IB PYP is an internationally accredited framework
for learning which is specifically designed for

students aged 3 to 12 and caters for their particular
learning needs during this stage of life.

It provides a design structure through
which the content areas of the Victorian
Curriculum are taught, while enriching
the learning and empowering students.
The PYP isinclusive in nature, providing
opportunities for all students, including
gifted and talented and those needing
support. At Woodleigh School, the PYP
is undertaken by all studentsin ECC to
Year 6, and leads into the IB Middle Years
Programme offered at Senior Campus.

The IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) is
a holistic curriculum framework focused
on supporting all aspects of student
development. Informed by research

into how students learn, how educators
teach, and the principles and practice of
effective assessment, the programme
places an emphasis on inquiry-based
learning. The framework builds from a
central focus upon the student to include
rich learning within and across traditional
subject areas, the integration of real-world
contexts and the development of deep
conceptual understandings by students.
The curriculum structure replicates the
key learning areas set out in the Victorian
Curriculum, with the traditional subject
areas of English, Mathematics, Social
Studies, Arts, Science, Physical, Social
and Personal Education all retaining their
relevance.

Significantly, the PYP offers a
transdisciplinary approach, with students
provided with opportunities to engage with
learning that has relevance across subject
areas and connects with the real world.

Key Aspects of Learning
in the PYP

Learner profile attributes are nurtured and
developed for a range of capabilities that
encompass social, intellectual, emotional
and personal growth.

Approaches to learning help students
learn how to learn by developing skills for
research, critical and creative thinking,
communication, collaboration, and self-
management.

Key and related concepts help students
explore big ideas that matter.

Transdisciplinary learning means making
connections between, across and beyond
subject-areas and helping students
understand the relevance and importance
of their study for their own development
and the transference of this learning to the
real world.

Inquiry-based learning is a focus on
structured, purposeful inquiry that engages
students in their own learning by drawing
on their prior knowledge, providing
provocations through new experiences,
and offering opportunities for reflection,
and the consolidation of knowledge, skills
and understandings.

Importantly, the Primary Years Programme
provides a shared framework for planning,
assessment and reporting across the
Junior Campuses of Woodleigh School.
Thereis also a strong alignment between
the structures and language used in the

IB Primary Years Programme and the IB
Middle Years Programme (MYP), providing
acommon curriculum framework to
support students through their learning
journey at the school.
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A Transdisciplinary
Programme of Inquiry

Learning and teaching in the PYP is
organised within a programme of inquiry
that provides students with a broad,
balanced, and connected learning
experience from 3-year-olds to Year 6.

The programme of inquiry is structured
around six transdisciplinary themes

that capture ideas, concepts and issues
that are relevant to understanding and
appreciating the world in which we live. At
each year level, students explore units of
inquiry in each theme which incorporate
knowledge, understandings and skills

from age appropriate learning and subject
areas aligned to the Victorian Early Years
Learning & Development Framework (DET,
2016) and the Victorian Curriculum (VCAA,
2024). The following overview outlines the
key understanding and concepts explored
at each year level.

Transdisciplinary Themes

Learning and teaching in the PYP

is underpinned by six overarching
transdisciplinary themes where students
explore ideas, concepts and issues that
are relevant to their lives and the world in
which we live. Each year level engages with
a unit of inquiry in each transdisciplinary
theme that incorporates knowledge and
skills from different subject areas such

as science, geography, history, civics and
citizenship. Mathematics and English. The
six transdisciplinary themes are:

Who we are

. How we organise ourselves
How the world works

. Sharing the planet

Where we are in place and time

o0 A W N

. How we express ourselves

Woodleigh School Student Handbook Junior Campuses 2025
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The IB Learner Profile

At Woodleigh School, we are committed to helping learners develop the dispositions
required to thrive at and beyond school. We recognise that nurturing these capabilities
helps learners develop as compassionate, active individuals who can collaborate with
others to help create a better and more peaceful world.

We aim to develop the capacity and ability of our community of learners to be:

Inquirers: We nurture our curiosity,
developing skills for inquiry and research.
We know how to learn independently and
with others. We learn with enthusiasm and
sustain our love of learning throughout life.

Knowledgeable: We develop and use
conceptual understanding, exploring
knowledge across a range of disciplines.
We engage with issues and ideas that have
local and global significance.

Thinkers: We use critical and creative
thinking skills to analyse and take
responsible action on complex problems.
We exercise initiative in making reasoned,
ethical decisions.

Communicators: We express ourselves
confidently and creatively in more than one
language and in many ways. We collaborate
effectively, listening carefully to the

perspectives of other individuals and groups.

Principled: We act with integrity and
honesty, with a strong sense of fairness

and justice, and with respect for the dignity
and rights of people everywhere. We take
responsibility for our actions and their
consequences.

Open-minded: We critically appreciate
our own and others' cultures and
personal histories, including values

and traditions of others. We seek and
evaluate a range of points of view,

and we are willing to grow from

the experience.

Caring: We show empathy, compassion
and respect. We have a commitment to
service, and we act to make a positive
difference in the lives of others and in the
world around us.

Risk-takers: We approach

uncertainty with forethought and
determination; we work independently
and cooperatively to explore new ideas
and innovative strategies. We are
resourceful and resilient in the face

of challenges and change.

Balanced: We understand the importance
of balancing different aspects of our lives—
intellectual, physical, and emotional—to
achieve well-being for ourselves and
others. We recognise our interdependence
with other people and with the world in
which we live.
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Reflective: We thoughtfully consider the
world and our own ideas and experience.
We work to understand our strengths
and weaknesses in order to support our
learning and personal development.

Learning Principles

At Woodleigh School, we believe that

Learning should promote academic rigor,
curiosity, empathy, flexibility, critical and
creative thinking, and independence.
Therefore, we provide challenging
experiences for each learner that are
guided by authentic purpose and provide
opportunities for students to make
connections with prior learning, academic
knowledge and the real world.

Learners benefit from regular, timely and
specific feedback that allows for reflection
to enhance their metacognition and build
self-efficacy.

Therefore, we emphasise the use of
formative assessment strategies to provide
ongoing meaningful feedback that helps
students to improve their knowledge, skills
and understanding.

Learning is most effective when it is given
personally, socially and academically
meaningful contexts.

Therefore, we employ a range of
pedagogies that promote active learning,
including guided, experiential, inquiry-
based and service-learning approaches.

Learning experiences are more
powerful when they centre on students’
engagement and their development as
self-regulated learners.

Therefore, we provide opportunities for
learners to identify and explore their own
interests, beliefs and questions, in order
to promote deeper learning and to extend
their knowledge.

Emotional resilience, a positive self-image
and a growth mindset help the learners
work towards challenging goals and learn
from mistakes.

Therefore, we develop an in-depth
understanding of students' personal
strengths and areas for development, in
order to provide the right level of challenge
and nurture a desire for further growth.

Collaboration, interaction and mutual
respect enhance opportunities for
learning.

Therefore, we facilitate well-organised and
challenging collaborative group work to
allow students to learn from and with each
other.

Woodleigh School Student Handbook Junior Campuses 2025 13



Learning in the Primary Years

From mastering language and mathematical problem-solving to

expressing creativity in The Arts, and building life skills through

physical education and excursions, the Woodleigh curriculum
is designed to engage and inspire curious, adventurous minds.

English

Language is central to the way children
communicate as well as the way they
interact with and make meaning of the
world around them. Learning about
language and how it works and learning
through language, within and across
subject areas, are both important
components of our curriculum.

The strands of language learning taught
through our program, as outlined by the
Victorian Curriculum, are:

— Reading & viewing involves students
understanding, interpreting, critically
analysing, and enjoying written and
visual, print and non-print texts.
Students learn how to read through
focus on how words, sentences and
texts are structured as well as strategies
for comprehension.

— Writing involves students actively in the
process of planning, drafting, editing
and publishing a variety of imaginative,
informative and persuasive texts. Students
develop an understanding of formal and
informal purposes for writing as well as
conventions for grammar and spelling.

— Speaking & listening involves the
various formal and informal ways oral
language is used to communicate and
receive meaning. Students develop an
understanding of the appropriateness
of language, tone and body language for
different audiences and purposes as well
as active listening strategies.

Library

Thelibrary is a space designed to support
learning by providing arich selection of
non-fiction and fiction resources that can

be accessed by students and teachers

to support classroom programs. The
development of research skills such as
finding reliable sources of information

are also part of how the teacher librarians
support learning. Students are given
frequent opportunities to visit the library in
addition to timetabled sessions to find books
and resources for their own personal reading.

Mathematics

The Mathematics curriculum incorporates
opportunities for all students to engageina
variety of learning experiences that develop
their understanding of mathematical
knowledge, concepts and skills. Students
learn to see connections and apply
mathematical thinking and processes to
pose and solve problems in mathematics
and real-world contexts. Learning
experiences include hands-on, inquiry-
based tasks that support the development
of mathematical thinking and reasoning as
well as fluency.

Language other than English

Learning languages in addition to English
extends student’s literacy repertoires
and their capacity to communicate. It
strengthens student’s understanding

of the nature of language, culture,

and the processes of communication.
Multilingualism is significant in building
international-mindedness as it gives
students insight into the thinking and
perspectives of self and others. Language
enables students to gather and compare
points of view, and to show empathy,
compassion and respect.

We teach Indonesian as our second
language at both of our Junior Campuses.

Visual Arts

Using a variety of art techniques, materials
and media, students in the Visual Art
classroom create arange of works that
allow them to explore culture, humanity and
the world around them. With inspiration
taken from a number of influential artists
(past and present), students also develop
an ability to appreciate a broad range of art
styles and forms.
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Performing Arts
(Music, Drama & Dance)

Students have the opportunity to explore
the Performing Arts, Drama, Music and
Dance, while building confidence and the
ability to create, collaborate and express
themselves in a variety of ways.

Students also have the opportunity to
perform and showcase their performance
skills through:

— Dramatic performances

— School Choirs

— Whole school events

— Assemblies and School Meetings

— Instrumental Music Performances
and Soirees

— Allstudentsin Years 3to 6 are
encouraged to learn a musical
instrument. Private tuition is available in
violin, cello, piano, guitar, drums, flute,
clarinet, saxophone and voice.

Health & Physical Education

The Physical Education Programis
designed to provide enjoyment and foster
children's healthy attitude towards physical
activity and competition in sport.

Students are provided with a wide range
of experiences to develop self-confidence
and the fundamental skills necessary for
successful participation in a variety of
sporting activities including major and
minor games, swimming, cross country
and athletics. Students are involved

in a number of team sports such as

tennis, cricket, diamond sports, netball,
soccer, Australian Rules Football, soccer,
basketball and hockey. These are played
during sport times at school and at district
and inter-school level.

The program includes the Perceptual Motor
Program (PMP) for children in Foundation
through to Year 2. This program focuses on
skill development in fine and gross motor
activity, such as hand eye coordination,
balance, agility, footwork and fitness.

Assemblies &
School Meetings

Assemblies and School Meetings are held
most Thursday mornings from 8.50am

at Minimbah and Penbank. Parents and
friends are most welcome to attend these
special gatherings where student learning
and achievement is celebrated.

Camps, Excursions
& Study Tours

Camps and excursions are an integral
program and reflect our belief in

the importance of children learning
through real-world experiences. Being
part of a new environment is a valuable
opportunity for children to develop
personal, physical and social skills as
well as develop respect for self, the
environment and others.

There are a number of excursions both
local and further afield to support the
curriculum and outdoor education
program throughout the year.

The Junior Campuses camps program
incorporates:

Penbank

Year 2
— Overnight sleep-over at school

Year3& 4
— Point Leo (even years)

— Alexandra Adventure Camp (even
years)

— Golden Valleys Lodge (odd years)
— Camp Jungai(odd years)

Year 5
— Wilsons Promontory Camp

— Sovereign Hill Museum School

Year 6
— Canberra Study Tour
— Wugubank NT and exchanges

Minimbah

Year 2
— Overnight sleep-over at school

Year3& 4
— Point Leo (even years)

— Alexandra Adventure Camp (even
years)

— Golden Valleys Lodge (odd years)
— Camp Jungai(odd years)

Year 5
— Wilsons Promontory Camp
— Sovereign Hill Museum School

Year 6
— Canberra Study Tour
— Green Camp, Bali, Indonesia

Woodleigh School Student Handbook Junior Campuses 2025

5]



Living and Learning with Nature

Living and learning with nature is an integral
aspect of our ECC to Year 2 programs and
reflects our philosophy and core values.

Programs

Nature Kinder (ECC4)

Our nature sessions at both Minimbah

and Penbank offer the children a unique
opportunity to work and play together
removed from the distraction of toys, media
and more formal “activities”. Children are
encouraged to use their imaginations,
communicate their ideas, negotiate, develop
their thinking and oral language skills, tell
and listen to stories. Natural materials offer
the children a variety of new ways to explore
and express themselves including; drawing
with sticks and rocks, weaving, threading
and constructing and using mud for
sculpting, cooking and creating.

Nature Program (F-Y2)

At both Minimbah and Penbank, students
in Foundation to Year 2 experience their
nature program in both on- and off-site
locations.

In small, purposeful groups, students work,
discover and learn together within a natural
setting. Nature play and learning in outdoor
environments offer children countless
benefits, from boosting physical health and
coordination to enhancing creativity and
problem-solving skills. Immersing in nature
helps children develop a deep connection
with the world around them, fostering
curiosity, resilience, and a sense of wonder.
Outdoor learning encourages exploration
and risk-taking in a safe, supportive setting,
helping to build confidence, social skills,
and emotional well-being. By interacting
with the natural world, children not only
learn about their environment but also
develop a lifelong appreciation for its
beauty and importance.

Key Goals

To deliver the highest quality contemporary
personalised education, which provides
children with an opportunity to experience
and build a connection with the natural
world and prepare them for their future.

Equipping students with
the ability to:

— Learnindependently

— Deal with change

— Beadaptive andresilient

— Live environmentally regenerative lives

— Develop life skills

Acknowledging:
Learning ability

Learning needs

Learning style preferences

Personalinterest

Our Culture

— Through experiences in the outdoors,
we work to develop a love of the
natural world; and through service, we
work to repair and restore our natural
environment.

— We actively embrace education for a
sustainable future and strive to reduce
our impact on the natural environment.

— We celebrate diversity, acknowledging
that we play, learn and work on the land
of the Boon Wurrung/Bunurong People.

— Care and support of each individual and
their learning.

— A positive and collaborative working
environment that encourages each
individual to embrace challenges, take
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responsible risks and work hard.

— We embrace change positively, foster
independence, and nurture curiosity and
innovation.

— We encourage, support and empower
students to become lifelong learners
with the ability to learn new skills.

Researchindicates that children who
are engaged in programs incorporating
outdoor play are generally:

— More creative

— Lessstressed

— Have well developed social skills
— Have fewer allergies

— Have fewer infections

— Have fewer conflicts

— Are healthier

— Have better motor skills and stamina

Links to Our Philosophy

Respect for Self

Learning to recognise need for drinks

and food, warmth, shelter, peace and
quiet. Sensing pride in our achievements,
accepting challenges, developing
resilience, confidence and taking risks.
Developing spatial awareness, gross motor
skills, strength and stamina.

Respect for Others

Learning to share space with others, take
turns, develop collaborative skills, working
together, supporting each other and
celebrating the achievements of others.

Respect for the Environment

Care of plants and animals, awareness
of issues such as rubbish disposal/
composting, appreciation of beauty and
stepping lightly on the earth.

Woodleigh School Student Handbook Junior Campuses 2025
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Risky Play
What about safety?

Research indicates that risk-taking is an
important element of children's play and
provides many learning opportunities
including the following:

— Risky play provides children with
achance to learn how to manage
risk and as a result develop an
understanding of safety.

— It allows children to explore their
desire for risk in a controlled and
carefully supervised situation,
reducing the likelihood that they will
seek out greater unmanaged risks for
themselves.

— Experiences such as climbing trees,
jumping from a height, balancing
and sliding allow children to accept
challenge and experience feelings of
success and pride.

— “Through exploratory and risky play,
children become familiar with their
environment, its possibilities, and
boundaries.” (Little, Sandseter &
Wyver, 2012)

— Risky play provides a unique
opportunity to experience thrilland

Why Go Outside? — Climbing trees and balancing on logs: Using the outdoors has been shown to exhilaration.
Outdoor learning spaces are a key part - Children climbin bare feet where imp.roveachild’.s physical, cognitive, — Children who engage in challenging
of Australian schools, and offer unique possible to allow for greater grip. social and emotional development as play in nature areas show improved

. ’ . . well as improving their health. 'Children hysical skills and spatial awareness
opportunities beyond the classroom. — Avrule of one person at a time applies. e f . phy p :
Natural pl thatinclude t with significant time outside each day — Risk-taking in play offers children a

aturaiplay areas that Include trees, = 'Nogrown up, no climbing' rule applies. demonstrated greater development in g1in piay of
gardens, sand, rocks, water, and other . Lo . L ) rare opportunity to “learn to assess
— Jumping and climbing onrocks and concentration, play, creativity, physical o . )
natural elements encourage open- . S and master risk situations which
uneven surfaces: development and social skills.' The research

isimportant in the transition from
adult-regulated to self-regulated risk-

ended play, exploration, risk-taking,

and connection with nature. They help — Safety rules such as taking turns and
walking rather than running apply.

is showing that children who spend a
significant amount of time outdoors each

children appreciate the environment, ) . . taking.” (Little, Sandseter & Wyver,
. . . ) ) day have the following attributes:

build awareness, and support ongoing — Weather conditions are discussed with 2012)

environmental education. Within these the children each session: Is it slippery? - Improved social skills have a positive - “The approved provider of an

spaces, educators help children learn to Where do we need to be careful? Is impact on behaviour. education and care service must

respect and understand nature and how there anywhere we shouldn’t play — Children exhibit heightened ensure that every reasonable

people, plants, animals, and the land are all today? Why? attentiveness, memory, and precaution is taken to protect

connected. Snak concentration. children being educated and cared

Extensive risk-benefit assessments have naxes — Fewer infections, enhanced general for by the service from harm and

s

— Snake awareness and safety are taught health, and reduced school absenteeism. from any hazard likely to cause injury.

during Terms 1and 4 and are revisited ) ) (Education and Care Services)
each week during warm weather. — Experiences help children learn how

been conducted during the development
of our Nature Programs. Policies and

procedures have been formulated ' . to work together, follow rules and

with these assessments in mind and — Children are taught basic safety rules negotiate. Parent Helpers

in conjunction with families where ©.9. take care when walking, never put - Enhanced brain function and If you do not already have a Working With
apgropriatg. Ihdese arefreviewetclj anEuaIIy Iyouk: h:gccl;msu:;z?] Iog.or bujh etc;D memory are evident through outdoor Children Check (WWCC),itis agoodidea
an arfa revisited more .requen. ywhenever - Inthe ’ p.u e suits and gumboots engagements. to get one organised as soon as possible.
anew interest or experience arises as offer protection from snakes.

You will then be able to volunteer to come
to the creek, excursions and other special

— Foster language development,

aresult of changing conditions or the
encouraging the use of complex

children’s interests.

Benefits of Outdoor Play language and constructing longer days during the year.
Risky pIaY e.xperiences your child may be There is a growing body of research sentences. Once you receive the card, please show
engaged ininclude: which strongly indicates that the benefits - Promote risk-taking and instill life skills, Reception staff. When voluteering at

of active outdoor play are profound. educating children on self-care. school, please sign in at reception.
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TRANSFORMATIVE

Experiences

In Year 6, Woodleigh
students have extraordinary
opportunities to connect
with culture, community,
and the environment.

Through Wugubank, a long-standing
partnership with Wugularr School in the
Northern Territory, Penbank students
engage in two-way learning that fosters
respect, empathy, and deep connections
with Australia’s First Nations peoples.
Complementing this is Green Camp

Bali, where Minimbah students immerse
themselves in sustainable living and
Balinese culture while exploring global
environmental challenges. Together,
these programs inspire students to
embrace diversity, build meaningful
relationships and grow as compassionate,
informed global citizens.

Wugubank

At Penbank, we have a long-standing
partnership with Wugularr Schoolin the
Northern Territory. This partnership,
known as Wugubank, connects two
schools from opposite ends of the
continent: Wugularr School in the Beswick
community, located 100 km southeast of
Katherine, and Penbank on the Mornington
Peninsula in Victoria. Now in its sixteenth
year, the partnership continues to thrive,
fostering awareness, friendship, and
learning between the two communities.

Wugubank is a two-way relationship, built
on the exchange of culture, knowledge,
and experiences. Each year, students,
teachers, and community members

visit one another’s communities. During
these visits, children take pride in sharing
their culture, home country, and family

life, deepening their connection to their
identity while learning about others. These
interactions emphasize core values of trust,
respect, and mutual understanding.

Through this partnership, children learn
that education opens doors to lifelong
learning and future opportunities, while
family interactions remain central to life.
Structured and meaningful educational
exchanges help break down barriers

of culture and language, encouraging
children to connect naturally through play,
learning, and shared experiences.

The Wugubank partnership has celebrated
many milestones over the years. Since
its inception in September 2009,

both schools have seen an awakening

of awareness and connection. In its
tenth year, the first Wugularr student
graduated Year 12 at Woodleigh, and
the first Penbank/Woodleigh student
began teaching at Wugularr School.
Former students continue to return as
teachers, and several Wugularr students
are now pursuing secondary education
in Melbourne. Volunteering by Penbank
teachers, former students, and Work
Experience participants at Wugularr
occurs regularly during school holidays,
further strengthening the bond between
communities.

A key feature of the Wugubank
partnership is the emphasis on two-way
learning. Students from vastly different
circumstances develop empathy and
key understandings of each other’s

lives through personal connections

and genuine respect. Over time, both
school communities have built strong
relationships and a shared responsibility
for the care and growth of all children,
fostering an appreciation for Australia’s
coastal and outback environments.

The Wugubank partnership is flourishing

in every respect. Teachers and students
who met in 2009 maintain contact today
as young adults and colleagues. All
participants eagerly anticipate the annual
visits, where lasting friendships are formed.
This partnership exemplifies Reconciliation
in Action—an extraordinary opportunity to
learn, share, and grow together.

Green Camp, Bali

Green Camp Bali offers Minimbah Year 6 students
an extraordinary opportunity to connect with
nature, immerse themselves in Balinese culture,
and develop skills for sustainable living.

Located near the cultural hub of Ubud
and surrounded by lush jungle, Green
Camp provides a hands-on educational
experience that inspires students to think
globally and act locally.

The camp is based in an eco-friendly
bamboo village, where students stay in
yurts made from locally sourced materials.
These structures blend traditional
craftsmanship with innovative design,
creating a comfortable, sustainable and
beautiful environment. Students sleep

in small groups, and facilities include
composting toilets, enclosed outdoor
showers and productive organic gardens.
This setup emphasises the importance of
reducing environmental impact while living
in harmony with nature.

Green Camp’s activities are designed to
push students beyond their comfort zones
while fostering teamwork, creativity and
resilience. Each day focuses on a different

theme, such as sustainable farming, the
incredible diverse uses of bamboo, or life
underwater. Students will build bamboo
rafts, learn to cook local dishes with
locally-sourced ingredients, snorkel in coral
reefs, and hike to the top of Mount Batur

at sunrise. Every experience is grounded in
sustainability and offers practical lessons in
ecological stewardship.

Balinese culture plays a central role at
Green Camp, giving students a deep
appreciation for the traditions and values
of the local community. They participate
in workshops such as traditional offering-
making, drumming circles and night safaris
that highlight the interconnectedness of
people and the natural world. Through
these activities, students learn the power
of collaboration, kindness and respect for
cultural diversity.

Green Camp is not just about observing
-it’s about active participation. Whether

upcycling waste into art, experimenting
with natural dyes, or kayaking through
mangroves, students are constantly
engaged in hands-on projects that
challenge them to think critically and
creatively. These activities are designed
toinspire students to apply what they
learn at camp to their lives back home,
empowering them to become advocates
for sustainability.

The camp also places a strong emphasis on
mindfulness and emotional wellbeing. Daily
reflections, gratitude circles and a focus on
interpersonal connections help students
develop self-awareness and build positive
relationships. Green Camp encourages
students to embrace challenges, appreciate
their surroundings, and recognise their
potential to make a positive impact.

Green Camp Baliis more thanjust a
destination-it’s a transformative journey.
By combining adventure, education

and cultural exchange, the camp equips
students with the knowledge, skills, and
inspiration to become compassionate
global citizens and stewards of the
environment.
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Introducing the
NEW STUDENT
PORTAL

Starting school - or starting
at a new school - can be
daunting for students

and parents alike. Don't
worry though, we've got
you covered with our

New Student Portal.

The New Student Portal contains all of
the information you need to organise your
school life, from maps and virtual tours to
timetables, contact details and book lists.

Click here or scan below to access for
your campus.

Minimbah Penbank
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